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Both impeach 


Analysis: As partisan fury 
stews, both sides likely believe 
they've done well politically 


By NOAH BIERMAN 
and SARAH D. WIRE 


Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON — Minutes after 
President Richard Nixon resigned in 
disgrace and left the White House in 
August 1974, Gerald Ford was sworn 
in as president and sought to heal a 
traumatized nation, declaring, “Our 
long national nightmare is over.” 

Although President Donald 
Trump won acquittal Wednesday af- 
ter his rancorous impeachment trial 
in the Senate, a similar attempt at 
reconciliation or closure is difficult to 
imagine. 

Americans are instead left with 
toxic images from Trump’s State of 
the Union speech to a joint session of 
Congress on Tuesday, with Trump re- 
fusing to shake House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s outstretched hand, and Pelosi 
later ripping up the text of Trump’s 
speech in disgust. 

Democrats are bitter over a presi- 
dent they believe got away with abus- 
ing his office and Republicans are in- 
censed that he was impeached at all. 
But while the proceedings swung al- 
most entirely along partisan lines, 
those at the center of the maelstrom 
may believe their party emerged vic- 
torious, exciting passion among their 
core constituencies. 

“The politics in America are so po- 
larized right now that I think both 
sides probably think they've done 
well politically,’ said Tad Devine, who 
served as a senior adviser to three 
Democratic presidential campaigns. 
“They're talking to entirely different 
audiences.” 


See ACQUITTAL Page 6A 


MITT ROMNEY cites religion in 
voting against President Don- 
ald Trump. 5A 


NANCY PELOSI’S speech- 
shredding showed her less- 
restrained approach to Trump. 
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ment articles fail in Senate votes 


Trump claims vindication as 
only one Republican defects 
on abuse of power charge 


By TODD J. GILLMAN 
Washington Bureau 
tgillman@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — The historic 
impeachment trial of President Don- 
ald Trump ended Wednesday with 
acquittal on charges that he abused 
his power and then engaged in a cov- 
er-up. 

The votes on the two articles of 
impeachment fell almost entirely 
along party lines, with one Republi- 
can defection, Utah Sen. Mitt Rom- 
ney, on the abuse of power charge, 
and the outcome did little to de- 
escalate the partisan rancor that has 
consumed Congress. 

Trump’ allies rejected claims that 
he violated his oath of office by prod- 
ding Ukraine to investigate a political 
rival, using nearly $400 million in 
military aid that country needed to 
deter Russian aggression as leverage. 

“The biggest Witch Hunt in the 
history of politics is finally over and... 
we are STRONGER THAN EVER 
BEFORE,’ Trump wrote in a blast 
email seeking campaign donations. 
“Nervous Nancy, Adam Shifty Schiff, 
Jerry and Cryin’ Chuck have been LY- 
ING to the American People” in order 
to steal the next election. 

Democrats expressed dismay at 
colleagues’ unwillingness to ac- 
knowledge what they consider obvi- 
ous abuses and noted that Trump has 
expressed no remorse or contrition 
for trying to enlist Ukraine's help to 
tar Joe Biden by announcing that he 
was the target of a corruption probe. 

With acquittal in hand, they 
warned, Trump will feel emboldened 
to engage in yet more flagrant viola- 
tions that no other president had 
dared. 

“No doubt the president will boast 
he received total exoneration, but we 
know better” said Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, the Democratic leader, call- 
ing Trump a “menace” to democracy, 
his conduct “reprehensible” and the 
trial a “sham” for lack of witnesses. 

In the judgment of history, he 


Before the vote Wednesday, President Donald Trump spent part of the day in a long-awaited meeting with 
Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaidó, who also attended Tuesday night’s State of the Union address. 


See VOTES Page 5A 


Mostly sunny and cold 


aD 


H 46 
L 28 
Metro, back page 


INSIDE 
Lottery 2A Classified 6-7B 
Nation 47A Jumble 7B 
World 8-912A Obituaries 108 
Editorials TA Sports TV 2C 
Opinion WA Comics 2-4E 
Autos 6B TV 4E 


©2020, The Dallas Morning News 


- 83197 


00001 


METRO & BUSINESS 


Shooting suspect linked 
to separate death 


A man accused of fatally shoot- 
ing two sisters at Texas A&M 
University-Commerce is also 
charged in the death of a man in 
Denton in December. 1B 


Also: Dallas-Fort Worth led the 
nation’s metro areas in job cre- 
ation in 2019, marking the re- 
gion’s third straight year atop 
the charts. 3B 


National Signing Day 


Finding a pearl in all those shells 
doesn’t happen every signing 
day, says Kevin Sherrington. But 
when it does, you get talent like 
Patrick Mahomes. 1C 


Hollywood film icon, 
‘Spartacus’ star dies 


Dimple-chinned screen icon 
Kirk Douglas, known for por- 
traying an array of heroes and 
heels in films such as Spartacus 
and Champion, and for his off- 
screen role in helping end the 
Hollywood blacklist, has died. 
He was 103. (Obituary, 2A) 
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Proposal called boon, blow 


Some cities welcome 
rule change; others 
say they lose millions 


By ALLIE MORRIS 
Austin Bureau 
allie. morris@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — From Dallas to 
Dilley, if you shop online at 
Best Buy, the sales tax flows to 
San Marcos. Then, most of it 
goes right back to the elec- 
tronics retailer. 

That’s because city officials 
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inked a deal with Best Buy to 
move an e-commerce center 
to town, in exchange for shar- 
ing the tax dollars generated 
by the company’s online sales 
in Texas. 

What’s become a windfall 
for both city and business, 
however, may soon be stopped 
by the Texas comptroller’s of- 
fice. 

In a bid to “even the play- 
ing field, the office is propos- 
ing rules that could redistrib- 
ute sales tax revenue to com- 
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munities where online orders 
are delivered. 

“Were trying to get our 
tules up to speed with the 21st 
century,’ said Kevin Lyons, a 
spokesman for the office. 

The change would mark a 
major shift in tax policy that 
could deliver modest gains to 
cities across the state while 
dealing a big blow to a few 
communities that are home to 
large distribution centers or 
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